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John Locke is a British empiricist thinker. He advocates that all

of our knowledge comes from experience. Locke sees a human

being as tabula rasa. According to Locke , “There is nothing in

our intellect that was previously not in our experience.”

Tabula rasa – Human being as a blank slate at birth.

Empericism – We acquire knowledge only through our sense

experince.

Locke beings his epistemology by refutation of innate ideas. He

tells that no ideas are innate as none are universal.

Innate ideas- Human mind is born with ideas ,human mind is

not a clean slate.



Arguments against innate ideas -

1. The proponents of innate ideas agree that such ideas are present

in everybody’s mind, specially the idea of God and the principles

of logic. However, Locke agrees that such ideas are found absent

in the minds of children or insane. So, according to Locke,

concept of innate ideas are not logical.

2. The proponents of innate ideas also believe that the idea of God

is present in the mind of everyone by birth, but we can easily

find atheists around us.

3. The supporters of innate ideas refer to the universality as the

mark of innateness. According to Locke, universality in other

ways besides innateness.



4. The criticism of innate ideas can be extended to moral and

religious ideas. There is hardly one single principle which is

universally accepted to everyone.

5. For those who agree that there may be ideas already present

in the mind, but it is not recognized by it (like leibnitz) Locke

held that there can be no knowledge that the intellect does not

perceive despite of its presence in the mind as the essence of

mind is consciousness which is always active. It is also notable

that law does believe that the power of perception are

intrinsically present in the mind but these powers do not have

capacity for knowledge but knowledge itself.

So , Locke concludes that as far as the question of knowledge

is concerned , all knowledge is acquired from experiences and

there are no innate ideas.
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